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Secret U.S. Military Aid for

Afghan Rebe

e
- By JAMES GERSTENZANG, T¥mes Staff Writer
WASHINGTON—House and  defense and-intelligence commit-
committees have tees. BRI
& large secret military aid program The rebels, often beset by dis-
anti-Soviet rebels in Afghani- unity, poos ment and a lack of
stan, moving the package through medical & have been -
the final step in the funding pre- fighting . troops since De-
Cem, congressional sources said  cember, 19 When Moscow sent
w’l’hc money, ently near 1m“ ‘na é% Ia elﬁmlAt:.
mmmmm- about 115,000 18qviet troops are
anti-gove Tebehs in Naryy  belleved  opert of Y G
-scnm - ; in u-
gua ad birought questions from ﬂmﬁ%«mm:m-
some¢ members of Congress over brak Karmal. The guerrilla troops
what it would be used for, though reportedly shuttle between rural
there was no sign of significant  Afghan villages and refugee camps
approved $27 millionin  across the border in Pakistan.
aid to the Nicaraguan confvas (reb- In recent weeks, major fighting
eis) after a drawn-out, public bat-  has been reported in southeastern
tle with President Reagan,andthat  Afghanistan as Soviet troops tried
mthhqm flowing to the  toseal guerrilla supply routes.
No anncuncement was made of Tanks Against Small Arms
the action on the Afghanistan The Soviets use heavy tanks,
ted helicopters, gunships

g, which was tiken recently,
of the specific amount of MoNey

0N This year.

o e min o
about where it goes,” one -
sional source said of the money
approved in “ are
the objectives and goals? We're not
about to sign a blank check. We're
talking about lots of money.”
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and MIG warplanes against the
rebels’ mountain-hideouts. The

guerrillas are armed with relative-
iy small weapons.

“They're not fighting tanks with
tanks,” the congressional source
said, adding that the rebels are

defending themselves with “fairly

He indicated that the funding
would ‘help-buy anti-aireraft mis-
siles and anti-tank weapons,
though the rebels’ best assault
efforts employ “demelition charg-
e'."

- The money approved by Con-
grems would be “spread owt over a
period of time,” he said.
Decisions on the
closely held that congressional
commnittee staff bers were in-
volved in the discussions, stepping
in only when their areas of exper-
tise were on the table, sources said.

were 80
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.. The funding, reportedly part of
. an annual appropriation being
] ‘0. the anti-Saviet .

m reported in the
Wall Street Journal. The money
was originally included in other
secret measures but was “re-pro- .
grammed” fop.use by the rebeisin s



